FOOD AND THE FOREIGNER

From this schedule it is perfectly clear and obvious
that the Russian workman is deprived of every
necessity of life. If foreign specialists must receive
special permission to import food and clothing, and
it is found necessary to grant him a special reduction
of duty, it is obvious that the Soviet is carefully
controlling not only its own resources, but those of
the people. Take for example the one item, Butter.
During the past two years Russia has exported
enormous quantities of butter to European countries,
where it has been sold at rates so low that they do
not permit competition* Butter is a luxury, practi-
cally unobtainable, throughout the U.S.S.R. and all
the time I was there the people were continually
complaining of the lack of such an essential.

What can one think of a country where it is
necessary to receive special permission to get parcels
from abroad ? Admittedly duty is payable in most
countries on articles imported, even in small
quantities, but I do not think that anywhere
are items of food and clothing prohibited from
entering.

Some time ago the Soviet encouraged the people
to ask their friends abroad to send them food and
clothing. Many took advantage of this, but when the
goods arrived found that they could not meet the
customs demand and so the goods had to go to the
State. The parcels were simply passed over to those
able to pay ; in some cases, of course, foreigners or
tourists bought. The result being, of course, a
profit to the State.